LENT 3, WEDNESDAY 
March 29, 2011

AMOS 7
1 Thus the Lord GOD showed me, and behold, He was forming a locust-swarm when the spring crop began to sprout. And behold, the spring crop was after the king's mowing. 2 And it came about, when it had finished eating the vegetation of the land, that I said, "Lord GOD, please pardon! How can Jacob stand, For he is small?" 3 The LORD changed His mind about this. "It shall not be," said the LORD. 4 Thus the Lord GOD showed me, and behold, the Lord GOD was calling to contend with them by fire, and it consumed the great deep and began to consume the farm land. 5 Then I said, "Lord GOD, please stop! How can Jacob stand, for he is small?" 6 The LORD changed His mind about this. "This too shall not be," said the Lord GOD. 7 Thus He showed me, and behold, the Lord was standing by a vertical wall with a plumb line in His hand. 8 The LORD said to me, "What do you see, Amos?" And I said, "A plumb line." Then the Lord said, "Behold I am about to put a plumb line In the midst of My people Israel. I will spare them no longer. 9 "The high places of Isaac will be desolated And the sanctuaries of Israel laid waste. Then I will rise up against the house of Jeroboam with the sword." 10 Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent word to Jeroboam king of Israel, saying, "Amos has conspired against you in the midst of the house of Israel; the land is unable to endure all his words. 11 "For thus Amos says, 'Jeroboam will die by the sword and Israel will certainly go from its land into exile."' 12 Then Amaziah said to Amos, "Go, you seer, flee away to the land of Judah and there eat bread and there do your prophesying! 13 "But no longer prophesy at Bethel, for it is a sanctuary of the king and a royal residence." 14 Then Amos replied to Amaziah, "I am not a prophet, nor am I the son of a prophet; for I am a herdsman and a grower of sycamore figs. 15 "But the LORD took me from following the flock and the LORD said to me, 'Go prophesy to My people Israel.' 16 "Now hear the word of the LORD: you are saying, 'You shall not prophesy against Israel nor shall you speak against the house of Isaac.' 17 "Therefore, thus says the LORD, 'Your wife will become a harlot in the city, your sons and your daughters will fall by the sword, your land will be parceled up by a measuring line and you yourself will die upon unclean soil. Moreover, Israel will certainly go from its land into exile."'

MATTHEW 27:1-10
1 Now when morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people conferred together against Jesus to put Him to death; 2 and they bound Him, and led Him away and delivered Him to Pilate the governor. 3 Then when Judas, who had betrayed Him, saw that He had been condemned, he felt remorse and returned the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, 4 saying, "I have sinned by betraying innocent blood." But they said, "What is that to us? See to that yourself!" 5 And he threw the pieces of silver into the temple sanctuary and departed; and he went away and hanged himself. 6 The chief priests took the pieces of silver and said, "It is not lawful to put them into the temple treasury, since it is the price of blood." 7 And they conferred together and with the money bought the Potter's Field as a burial place for strangers. 8 For this reason that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day. 9 Then that which was spoken through Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: "AND THEY TOOK THE THIRTY PIECES OF SILVER, THE PRICE OF THE ONE WHOSE PRICE HAD BEEN SET by the sons of Israel; 10 AND THEY GAVE THEM FOR THE POTTER'S FIELD, AS THE LORD DIRECTED ME."

THE LORD’S PRAYER, THE 7th PETITION
But deliver us from evil.
What does this mean?  We pray in this petition, in summary, that our Father in Heaven would rescue us from every evil of body and soul, possessions and  reputation, and finally, when our last hour comes, give us a blessed end, and graciously take us from this valley of sorrow to himself in Heaven.
IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
In the Lord’s Prayer, the last petition, the petition ending the prayer and summarizing it all, is the seventh petition: Deliver us from evil.

The prayer is a gift to us from our Lord Jesus, that me may know not only how and what to pray, but that we may also remember that we pray to our heavenly Father not because it occurred to us to, nor because we are somehow worthy to demand the Father’s attention, but, simply, because our Lord Jesus tells us to, commanding us to pray, inviting us to pray to his Father with the full confidence that he is our Father, too.

So after we pray that his Name would be holy among us and our families, that his will would be done on Earth as it is in Heaven, that we would have good and sufficient daily bread and daily supplies, that those who sin against us would be kept in forgiveness even as we are, and that the Lord would be faithful in leading us away from temptation, then, as the final, summarizing prayer: Deliver us from evil.  In the Greek, it can also be translated as, Deliver us from the Evil One.  That is, deliver us from Satan and the demons, as they are the ones who do not want Your kingdom to come to us and our families, who do not want sinners on Earth to know the comfort of your Name, who want to bring all sorts of sickness, famine, and death to us, and who want to tempt us and turn us away from the forgiveness of all our sins.  For Satan and the demons know that where sins are forgiven, there is life and salvation, and they have no more power.

So, Father in Heaven, deliver us from that, from Satan and the demons, and from the temptation to turn away from your forgiveness and forget your gift of life and salvation.


The way the Father delivers us from the Evil One, that is what we see in our Lord’s Passion, in his suffering, in his death on the cross.  Matthew 27:1:

Now when morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people conferred together against Jesus to put Him to death; and they bound Him, and led Him away and delivered Him to Pilate the governor. Then when Judas, who had betrayed Him, saw that He had been condemned, he felt remorse and returned the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders.
The way the Father in Heaven delivers us from the Evil One, is by delivering his Son over to those who are working on behalf of the Evil One.  We see the chief priests and the elders, the princes, kings, and governors, all sitting in judgement on the Holy Son of God, setting themselves in council together against the Lord’s anointed One.  And we see Judas, doing the work of the demons, betraying Jesus into their hands.

But that is the way the Father in Heaven delivers us from the Evil One.  By having his Son stand in our place, and suffer the condemnation for sin due us, and suffer the torments of Hell on our behalf.

He is condemned, he is killed, that we, in his place, would be declared innocent and given life.

Deliver us from evil, we pray to our Father.  It is a prayer for the Gospel, that in the Gospel of Jesus Christ crucified we would find our deliverance, and, with our sins forgiven, as we stand justified before the face of the Father, we would with all confidence know that we have been delivered out of the grip of the demons, and into the grace of our heavenly Father.

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
